Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.094; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.3.
In the title complex, [Cu(C 14 H 13 N 2 O 2 ) 2 ], the Cu II ion is located on a crystallographic inversion center. The complex thus adopts a square-planar trans-[CuN 2 O 2 ] coordination geometry, with the Cu II ion coordinated by two 2-methoxy-6-(3-pyridylmethyliminomethyl)phenolate (Schiff base) ligands. The aryl and pyridyl rings in the Schiff base are almost perpendicular to each other, with a dihedral angle of 87.61 (6) between the planes of the two six-membered rings. The pyridyl ring was refined using a disorder model with approximately 70% occupancy for the major component
Related literature
For recent developments in functional switching materials, see: Sato et al. (2003) . Bis-(N-alkysalicylideneimine)-copper(II) complexes for induced structural phase transitions, see: Yamada (1999) , and the structural isomers can be isolated, see : Chia et al. (1997) . For related metal complexes containing Schiff bases, see: You & Zhu (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 14 Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. didate metal complexes is to examine compounds that show any changes between two or more states, such as structural phase transitions, isomerism, mixed valences and spin-crossover. In this respect, bis-(N-alkysalicylideneimine)copper(II) complexes have potential for induced structural phase transitions (Yamada, 1999) and the structural isomers can be isolated (Chia et al., 1997) .
Herein, we reported a new crystal strucure of the title compound (I). The stucture of (I) is shown in Fig.1 
The title compound was synthesized by Cu(NO 3 ) 2 .3H 2 O and Schiff base ligand 2-methoxy-6-[(pyridin-3-ylmethylimino)-methyl]-phenol. All chemicals used (reagent grade) were commercially available. 2-Hydroxy-3-methoxy-benzaldehyde(0.108 g, 1 mmol) was dissolved in ethanol (5 mL) and ethanol solution (5 ml) containing 2-aminoethylpyri dine (0.152 g, 1 mmol) was added slowly with stirring. The resulting yellow solution was continuously stirred for about 30 min. at room temperature, and then Cu(NO 3 ) 2 .3H 2 O (0.241 g, 1 mmol) in aqueous solution (5 ml) was added with stirring at room temperature. Brown crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation at room temperature over several days.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in geometrical positions and refined using a riding model, with C-H distances in the range 0.93-0.97Å
and U iso (H) =1.5U eq (C) for methyl groups and U iso (H) =1.2U eq (C) for all others. The N2 and C13 atoms in the pyridyl ring was refined using a disorder model with approximately 70% occupancy for the major component supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.All hydrogen atoms and the minor disorder component are omitted for clarity. [Symmetry code A: -x + 1, -y + 1, -z + 1]
Crystal data [Cu(C 14 hin-slice ω scans h = −5→6 Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) k = −11→12 
